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JakeGriffiths

From: Jennifer Labadie
Sent: Tuesday, April15, 202511:20PM
To: MarcNevinski; JakeGriffiths
Subject: Fwd: Conditional UsePermitapplication - 5905GrantStreet

JAKE & Marc - FYI

SentfrommyiPhone

Beginforwardedmessage:  

From: MikiHuntington <miki.huntington@gmail.com>  
Date: April15, 2025at8:41:38PMCDT
To: JenniferLabadie <JLabadie@ci.shorewood.mn.us>  
Subject: Re: ConditionalUsePermitapplication - 5905GrantStreet

MayorLabadie (Jennifer),  
Ihopethisemailfindsyouwell. I'mreachingoutbecausewereceivedapostcardfromthe
CityofShorewood lastweekre: ConditionalUsePermitApplication forthepropertyat
5905GrantStreet.  
WhileweareunabletoattendtheCityCouncilPublicMeetingonMay27, 2025, wewould
liketoexpressoursupportforRichardandJenniferPearceat5905GrantStreet. Their
homeislocatedabouttwoblocksfromours. EventhoughouraddressisExcelsior, we
assumepostcardsweresenttoneighborsincloseproximity.   
Inreviewingtheapplicationfileonline, Iwassurprisedtoreadofa "NoticeofViolation,"  
especiallysincethefenceisvisuallyappealingandoffersprivacyforneighborsonboth
sides! AndIcanonlyimaginethetime, energy, andresourcesbeingspentinadjudicating
whatappeartobeanon-issue: awell-designedfencethatenhancescurbappeal, creates
privacy, andcontributestotheoverallaesthetic! Ihopethisprocessisessentiallya
formalitytoconfirmwhatisalreadystatedintheNarrative - thattheconstruction is
consistentwiththepoliciesandprovisionsoftheComprehensive Plan."    

Asalways, thankyouforyourcontinuedleadershipandserviceasMayoroftheCityof
Shorewood!   
KindRegards,   
MikiHuntington
734PleasantStreet, Excelsior, MN55331
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JakeGriffiths

From: JulieWilliams <williamsjulied55@gmail. com> 
Sent: Wednesday, April30, 202512:43PM
To: Planning
Cc: Jnnfrhrbst@yahoo.com; pearcerichard@bellsouth. net
Subject: EXTERNAL-Conditional UsePermit Application fro5905GrantStreet

Caution: Thesenderofthismessageisexternaltoyourorganizationandnotrecognized. Usecarewhen
replying, selectinglinks, oropeningattachments.  

ToWhomItMayConcern inthePlanning Department oftheCityofShorewood,  
Minnesota:   

I, JulieD. Williams, homeowner andresident of771GrantStreet inExcelsior, am
writing toyouinsupport oftheconditional usepermit application thatRichand
Jennifer Pearce arerequesting inregard totheirprivacy fence alongthenorthside
oftheirproperty at5905GrantStreet inShorewood, Minnesota.  

Iseenothing offensive about thisfenceandthinkitaddsaesthetic value toboth
properties thatitseparates.  

Iurgeyoutovoteinfavorofgranting thisconditional usepermit inanexpedient
manner.   Thank youforyourconsideration oftheir request andforreading myemail
expressing favorable endorsement ofthisconditional usepermit.   

Withrespect andsincerity,  

JulieD. Williams
771GrantStreet
Excelsior, MN55331
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Item
4DPlanningCommission MeetingItem

Title/Subject:   Nonconformities CityCodeAmendments
MeetingDate:  May6, 2025
Preparedby:   JakeGriffiths, PlanningDirector
Attachments:  DraftCityCodeAmendments

APPLICANT:  CityofShorewood
LOCATION:  CityWide

BACKGROUND
Oneofthepolicygoalsofthe2040Comprehensive Planwastoestablishappropriate regulations for
development uponlawfulnonconforming lots. Morespecifically, theideawasthatnonconforming lots
thatarealreadydeveloped shouldbeabletoberedeveloped withouttheneedforavariance. Upon
reviewoftheCityCode, Citystaffalsofoundthatithadnotbeensubstantially updatedforseveral
decadesanddidnotaccount forrecentchangestostatelaworlegalprecedent regarding
nonconformities.   

Nonconforming lotsarethoseproperties whichdonotcomplywiththepresentzoningregulations forthe
area. Typically, nonconforming lotsareidentified inoneoftwocategories: legallynonconforming or
illegallynonconforming. Legalnonconformities aresometimes referredtoasbeing “grandfathered in”  
andarethosesituations whereapropertywasbeingusedinacertainmannerbeforezoningregulations
wereadoptedthatmadeitnolongerincompliance. Illegalnonconformities aretheexactoppositeand
areessentially violationsoftheCityCode. TheCitywillcommonly reviewvariancerequestsfor
nonconforming properties.   

Noticeoftonight’spublichearingwaspostedintheCity’sofficialnewspapers, published ontheCity’s
websiteandatCityHall. Nopubliccomments werereceivedpriortothepublication ofthisreport.   

REQUEST
Theproposed updatestotheCityCodeincorporate thedirectionoftheComprehensive Planandalso
modernize theCity’sregulations towardsnonconformities. Theproposed updates wouldessentially
functionasarepealandreplaceoftheentiretyoftheexistingCityCode. Theresultoftheproposed
amendments willbemuchgreater flexibility forproperty ownerstousetheirproperties withoutneeding
toseekvariances fromtheCity. Citystaffwouldcaution thattheproposed amendments weredraftedin
consultation withtheCityattorneyandhavealotofconversation withstatelawandlegalprecedent. For
thisreason, someoftheproposed updatesmaynotbeabletobesubstantially altered inorderto
maintaincompliance withstatestatute.   

Themostsubstantial policychanges includethefollowing:  
Existing lotsofrecordwouldnolongerneedavariance inordertoberedeveloped, aslongasall
otherCityCoderequirements aremet.   
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Aparallel extension/expansion ofapre-existing legalnonconforming structure maybepermitted
without avariance aslongasallotherCityCode requirements aremetandthenonconformity is
notincreased.   

FINDINGS/ RECOMMENDATION
Staff recommends approval oftheproposed amendments implementing thedirection ofthe
Comprehensive Planrelative tononconformities. ThePlanning Commission isrequested toholdapublic
hearing ontheproposed amendments andmakearecommendation totheCityCouncil.   

























Item
5BPlanningCommission MeetingItem

Title/Subject:   Liaisons forUpcoming CouncilMeetings
MeetingDate:  May6, 2025
Preparedby:   JakeGriffiths, PlanningDirector

Background
AteachCityCouncilmeeting, thereisaspaceontheagendaforaPlanning Commissioner toprovidea
verbalupdatetoehCityCouncilonthelastPlanningCommission meeting. IfnoCommissioner canattend
theCityCouncilmeeting. CitystaffwillprovideanupdatetotheCityCouncilonbehalfoftheCommission.  
Upcoming CityCouncilmeetings include:  

May27, 2025: Commissioner Longo
June23, 2025:      
July28, 2025:      

ActionRequested
APlanningCommissioner isrequested tovolunteer toserveastheliaisonfortheupcoming CityCouncil
meetings.   
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